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Forestry Commission Scotland submission of 31 July 2017 
 
Thank you for your letter of 27 June 2017 regarding the consideration of Petition 
PE1654 by the Public Petitions Committee at its meeting on 22 June 2017 and 
seeking the views of Forestry Commission Scotland on the petition.  Please find our 
comments below: 
 
Petition summary: “Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish 
Government to develop a statutory code on stakeholder engagement for the forestry 
industry based on the CONFOR guidance and provide a role for a Scottish 
Government body to oversee the implementation of and compliance with the code. 
 
Q: What is [Forestry Commission Scotland’s] view on the petition? 
 
Response from Forestry Commission Scotland  
 
The Forestry Commission operates as part of the Scottish Government’s 
Environment and Forestry Directorate; this response should therefore be considered 
alongside the Scottish Government’s response. 
 
The ConFor guidance was drawn up to cover a wide range of forestry activity 
(primarily tree planting and timber harvesting), and is not specific to timber transport, 
which already has well-developed procedures for stakeholder engagement as 
outlined below.  The guidance provides a useful tool to support these procedures 
 
The road network is for all users with local roads being the responsibility of local 
authorities.  Each local authority has the power to put in place traffic restrictions on 
individual roads, or sections of road, where the road is deemed to be unsuitable for 
use by certain vehicles. 
 
Therefore, if the petitioner has not already done so, they should raise their concerns 
directly with the relevant local authority.  Should they then be unhappy with the local 
authority’s response, they may wish to contact the Scottish Public  
Services Ombudsman in person at: 
 

Scottish Public Services Ombudsman 
4 Melville Street 
Edinburgh 
EH3 7NS 

 
Or by letter at:  Freepost SPSO: Or by telephone on:  0800 377 7330 

 
In the overwhelming majority of cases when timber is shipped to market, the initial 
journey from the forest uses some part of the minor rural road network.  
 
Through a collaborative approach between the forestry sector and local authorities 
(under the umbrella of local Timber Transport Groups), relevant roads have been 
categorised in relation to their fitness for the purpose of timber haulage.  This 
process has involved consultation, and Confor’s guidance is useful when engaging 



with communities in this way.  Roads are classed as “Agreed”, “Consultation”, 
“Severely Restricted” or “Excluded” for the purposes of timber transport.  The 
“Excluded” sections will include those with specific weight restrictions due to bridges 
etc, but could also include very vulnerable stretches where considered necessary by 
the local authority.  These are voluntary agreements, and are summarised in agreed 
“Route Maps”  
 
The use of Consultation roads, and at times Severely Restricted roads, is possible 
for timber transportation, with their use being managed by a specific Timber 
Transport Management Plan agreed between the local authority and the forest 
owner.  This will include any specific limitation for that road, or section of road, such 
as the number of lorries per day, requirements for low ground pressure systems or 
tyre configurations, any minimum time gaps between lorries and other necessary 
specific restrictions.  Both the Route Maps and any related plans are subject to 
review and revision in light of experience gained over time. 
 
Route Maps are created and policed via industry-led Regional Timber Transport 
Groups (RTTG’s) which cover the Highlands, Moray, Aberdeenshire, Argyll & Bute, 
Stirling, Perth & Kinross, Angus, West Dunbartonshire, North, East and South 
Ayrshire, South Lanarkshire, Dumfries and Galloway and Scottish Borders local 
authority areas, with liaison also maintained within Fife.  
 
Working together with industry through these networks helps local authorities to 
prioritise roads budgets, and to seek and support requests for additional money 
where there is greatest need from e.g. the Strategic Timber Transport Scheme 
(STTS).  These projects are focused on reducing the impact of timber transport on 
communities by, amongst other things, supporting the creation of in-forest haul 
routes and landing craft loading areas, as well as supporting work on the minor rural 
road network. 
 
Forestry Commission Scotland believes that the current systems and arrangements 
for stakeholder engagement on felling proposals and subsequent transportation are 
satisfactory. 
 
I hope the above information is useful and please feel free to contact me should you 
require any further information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


